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' MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, Dec. 18,1773.
*******
' You promised me an inscription for a print to be taken from an historical picture of Mary Queen of Scots being forced to resign her crown, which Mr. Hamilton at Rome has painted for me. The two following have been sent to me :
" Maria, Sco forum Regina meliori seculo digna, jus regium civilus seditiosis invita resignat."
" Gives seditiosi Mariam Scotorum Rcginam sese muneri abdicart invitam cogunt."
' Be so good as to read the passage in Robertson, and see if you cannot give me a better inscription. I must have it both in Latin and English; so if you should not give me another Latin one, you will at least choose the best of these two, and send a translation
of it.'
*******
His humane forgiving disposition was put to a pretty strong test on his return to London, by a liberty which Mr. Thomas Davies had taken with him in his absence, which was, to publish two volumes, entitled, Miscellaneous and fugitive Pieces, which he advertised in the news-papers, ' By the Authour of the Rambler.' In this collection, several of Dr. Johnson's acknowledged writings, several of his anonymous performances, and some which he had written for others, were inserted ; but there were also some in which he had no concern whatever1. He was at first very angry, as he had good reason to be. But, upon consideration of his poor friend's narrow circumstances, and that he had only a little profit in view, and meant no harm, lie soon relented, and continued his kindness to him as formerly2.
1  The whole of the first volume is Johnson's and three-quarters of the second.   A second edition was published the following year, with a third volume added, which also contained pieces by Johnson, but no apology from Davies.
2  ' When Davies printed the Fugitive Pieces without his knowledge or consent; "How," said I, "would Pope have raved had he been served so ?"   " We should never," replied he," have heard the last on't, to be sure; but then Pope was a narrow man : I will however,"
Ine left the right, and that he himself would take the name of Macdonald.   WALTER SCOTT.
